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Career choices in other countries

As a part of the Global Course, | studied abroad in Australia for ten weeks. Through this

experience, | noticed that many students in Australia had a clearer idea of their future than

students in Japan. They seemed to think more actively about their career paths and the choices

they needed to make to achieve their goals.

Because of this observation, | became interested in how people decide on their future careers and

how their experiences in high school affect their lives later on. My interview topic is, “How did the

choices you made in high school influence your current life and career?” | chose this topic

because | wanted to learn about career development in other countries and understand what

factors help people find their future direction.

For this interview project, | interviewed Maeve, who is from Ireland and Mitsuye, who is from the

United States. Maeve works as a CIR, and Mitsuye works as an ALT. The interview was

conducted on May 26th.

Firstly, | will introduce Maeve's experience and career path. Maeve said that she had a

clear idea about her future when she was a student. In high school, she studied French as a

required foreign language and discovered that she was good at learning languages. She had also

enjoyed Japanese anime since childhood, which sparked her interest in Japanese culture and

language. As a result, she chose to study Japanese at university, a decision that later influenced

her career. Maeve explained that many Irish students choose their majors based on their interests

and strengths.



When asked for advice, she emphasized the importance of following your passion. She believes

that pursuing what genuinely interests you can lead to greater opportunities and satisfaction in the

future.

Secondly, | will introduce Mitsuye's educational and career background.

Mitsuye said that she had wanted to become a marine biologist since third grade. Because of this

interest, she studied biology in high school and later majored in biology at university. She also

studied art because she enjoyed it. After graduating, she worked in biology-related fields, including

a research laboratory and a high school science classroom. Although she now works as an

English teacher in Japan, these experiences helped shape her career.

Mitsuye explained that career paths in the United States are very diverse, and people often

choose jobs based on their interests. She advised students to follow their passions because doing

something they enjoy helps them stay motivated, even when work becomes difficult.

Through this interview, | received the same advice from both interviewees: follow your true

passion. | feel that fewer Japanese students have something they are truly passionate about, but

following your interests is one of the most important factors when choosing your future. People are

more likely to stay motivated and succeed when they enjoy what they do.

| also learned that there is no single "correct" path in life. Different countries and cultures have

different ideas about success, and people can build fulfilling lives in many different ways.

| want Japanese students to know that there are many different career paths in other countries. |

believe students should take time to discover what they are genuinely interested in and think about

the kind of future they want to create for themselves.



